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Skyline High Youth Chosen for Prestigious Arts Fest in Scotland 
Students must raise $53,000 by June 1, 2017. 

 
 
OAKLAND, CA—In the opportunity of a lifetime, the Skyline High School Drama Department has 
been selected to perform at the 2017 Edinburgh Fringe Festival in Edinburgh, Scotland. The drama 
students will perform Prospect High: Brooklyn, a play by Daniel Robert Sullivan (Jersey Boys and 
RoundAbout Theatre) that explores some of the most urgent issues youth face today, including 
bullying, the stress of AP courses, LGBTQ identity and safety, and self-harm. 
 
The students and Ms. Awele have already raised $17,000 of the $70,000 necessary to cover 
expenses. To attend the world’s largest and most prestigious arts festival they must find $53,000 
more by June 1.  They are also raising funds to continue their creative work inspired by the 
WARRIORS Not On Our Ground Campaign focused on addressing bullying, standing up against 
intolerance, and building safe, inclusive communities for all.  Their theatre for social change focus 
takes on community issues and explores them through community civic engagement.  Forthcoming 
creative work examines literacy and the power of reading and thinking critically (READ 20/20) through 
storybook theatre for elementary schools, Commercial sexual exploitation of children (CSEC), 
Oakland is number 13 on the FBI list and it impacts all middle and high schools, Letters To and From 
Prison, an intergenerational education project, and Shakespeare and social justice. 
 
“We’ve worked so hard to get this far, both on stage and off,” said Awele Makeba, director of Skyline 
High’s drama department, “and with help from community members who believe in the transformative 
power of theater, we’ll reach our goal.”  Tax-Deductible Donations, matching gifts, and grants are 
sought. 
 
Skyline High School Drama Department, recognized for its entertaining and innovative productions, 
was chosen to attend the event by the American High School Theatre Festival (AHSTF) Board of 
Advisors, made up of college theatre professionals, to represent the U.S. as part of its festival 
program.  The board reviews all completed applications and recognizes high schools based on their 
most recent bodies of work, community involvement, philosophies, awards and recommendations. 
The Skyline High youths will perform at an AHSTF venue in Edinburgh the first week of the festival. 
 
“Not only will our students act as cultural ambassadors on the international stage,” said Awele 
Makeba,  “they’ll also train with world-renown actors, attend a performance at Shakespeare’s Globe.  
Theater, and tour London’s West End Theater District as part of the two-week AHSTF itinerary.   
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CONTACT 
Awele Makeba, Director 
Skyline High School Drama Department 
510-601-0178 | awele@awele.com!
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This experience will be vital to their development as artists and world citizens, so we’re doing all 
we can to make it happen.”   Skyline High School is categorized as a high-poverty school with 75% of 
the students receiving free or reduced lunch. 
 
Tax Deductible Donations can be mailed to: Skyline High School Drama Dept. 1250 Skyline Blvd., 
Oakland, CA  94619.  Make Checks Payable to: Skyline High School Drama Dept.  Credit Card 
Donations:  
. https://squareup.com/market/skyline-high-school/item/theatre-festival-edinburgh-scotland 
 
 
About the American High School Festival 
The American High School Festival (AHSTF) was developed to allow top performing arts students to 
showcase their skills on an international stage.  The first AHSTF traveled to Edinburgh, Scotland with 
six impressive troupes in 1995 and in 2016, the 22nd year 35 programs performed.  AHSTF has 
hosted 49 of the 50 states and the District of Columbia.  To date AHSTF has hosted 626 high school 
troupes and over 14,445 participants.  AHSTF provides an amazing opportunity for participants to 
travel to Edinburgh, Scotland and experience, firsthand, the world-renowned Edinburgh Festival 
Fringe, the largest arts festival in the world.   
 
 
About the Skyline Drama Department & Donations 
http://www.ousd.org/skyline/dramaprogram 
 
Fundraising updates 
 http://www.facebook.com/SkylineHighSchoolDramaOUSD 


